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Abstract 
The purposes of this research are to investigate whether or not the use of English 
song  to improve students’ vocabulary achievement in teaching English 
vocabulary  and to find out the effect size of the improvement of students’ 
vocabulary achievement after being taught using English song to the eighth grade 
students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak. The sample of this research was 
34 students in class VIII A. The data of study was derived from pre test and post 
test. The technique of data collection is measurement technique and the tool of 
data collection is a test in form of fill in the blanks test. The research findings 
show that the mean score of pre-test is 75.85while the mean score of post-test is 
85.76. It means that English song improves the students’ vocabulary 
achievement. Furthermore, the effect size of the significant improvement of the 
treatment was 0.8. It is categorized as highly effective since it is higher than 0.5. 
The teacher might put some appropriate variations in applying the strategy 
considering the situation and condition found in the classroom.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Vocabulary takes the main role to 
understand  language. When we provide 
the appropriate words, language is easy to 
understand and make the process of 
communication is easier. Vocabulary is 
needed to expand the students’ capability 
to understand about new ideas. 
Vocabulary is a set of lexemes, including 
single words, compound words and 
idioms Richard, et al (1985, p.307).   
As Lenka (2011 : 16) says, “ musical 
intelligence is the ability to enjoy, 
recognize, perform, and compose musical 
pieces and have sensitivity to rhythm and 
pitch,” thus it is clear that everyone has 
musical intelligence. Music also has social 
and emotional benefits because the 
students gain confidence in using English 
by sing the song. 
Each word reflects one things or 
more. Words can be formed as a sign in 
human language agree with their own 
believe. The differences will cause foreign 
language learners get difficulties to 
require other language. Very important to 
master a foreign language and start to 
learn from the basic first. Cited by 
Wilkins in Thornbury (2002, p.1) stated: 
“without grammar very little can be 
conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can 
be conveyed”. Learn English means not 
only focus on the grammar certainly, but 
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when someone’ focus is in learn 
vocabulary it may increase the ability 
significantly.  
According to Nation (2001), there are 
two kinds of vocabulary. They are 
receptive and productive vocabulary. 
Receptive vocabulary refers to the words 
that native speakers and foreign learners 
recognize and understand but hardly ever 
use, it is used passively in either listening 
or reading. Productive vocabulary is 
utilized actively either in speaking or 
writing. 
Reading vocabulary consists of the 
word found by people when they are 
reading. While listening vocabulary is the 
words that people hear and understand 
when they are talking to others or listening 
to radio and television. Speaking 
vocabulary includes the words people 
used in their daily life and conversation. 
The last writing vocabulary that consists 
of the word people use in (Imliyana, 
Suhartono, Husin, 2014) writing essays, 
reports, letter, etc. 
Each person listen to the songs and 
most people enjoy it. When the songs is 
use to teach English, it has social and 
emotional benefits because the students 
are gaining confidence in using the second 
language through music and  thus do not 
face the same kinds of performance 
pressure found  in formal language 
learning Tabassum (2006:222).  
Songs create a relaxed and fun 
atmosphere in the classroom and often  
include a lot of repetition, rhyme, and 
large chunks of language which are more 
memorable. Thus, Lenka (2011 : 21) says 
that using songs in language classroom is 
highly motivational and effective device 
in learning a foreign language. She also 
defines that the use of music and song in 
the classroom can stimulate very positive 
association to the study of language, 
which otherwise may be seen as a difficult 
and frustrating task. 
According to Murphy (1992), songs 
apparently work over short and long-term 
memory. “It is a common experience to 
forget nearly everything we learn in 
another language except the few songs 
that we learnt. For a variety of reasons, 
songs stick in our minds and become part 
of us, and lend themselves easily to 
exploitation in the classroom. Songs can 
be use as effective materials for teaching 
vocabulary such as using the words of a 
song, dictating a song, using a song for 
gap-fill, cloze or for correction, 
integrating songs into project work, 
practicing pronunciation, stress and 
intonation. By singing songs, students are 
taught lesson with a fun atmosphere which 
can create very positive effect in language 
learning. And song may strongly activate 
the repetition mechanism of the language 
acquisition device. It certainly seems to do 
so with the children, who learn songs 
almost effortlessly. 
The main aim of teaching is to help 
the student to respond their environment 
in an effective way. Brown (1998 :7) 
states, “ Teaching is showing or helping 
someone to learn how to do something, 
giving instruction, guiding the knowledge, 
causing to know or to understand”. 
From the theory above, we can 
conclude that teaching and learning 
process are two thing that cannot be 
separated. Learning and teaching process 
will work out if all the learners actively 
involved in the teaching and learning 
process. English, being one of the target 
subjects, occupies a significant number of 
class hours weekly. Students are 
constantly expected to memorize 
vocabulary and grammatical patterns, 
which are what they will be tested on an 
entrance examination. Junior high school 
students are grade from seventh to ninth 
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which ages ten to fourteen. There are 
some types of English teaching to junior 
high school. These are some types of 
English teaching by Fleming, M. and 
Stevens (2004 : 3) in Imliyana (2014) : 
(a.) A personal growth view, which tends 
to emphasise the pupil as a creative and 
imaginative individual developing, in 
terms of the teaching and learning of 
English, primarily through an intensive 
engagement with literature and personal 
creative writing; (b.) A cross-curricular 
approach, stressing the distinctive nature 
of English as the language of learning f or 
virtually all curriculum areas and implying 
a definition of service to these areas and to 
education in a generic sense; (c.) An adult 
needs emphasis, as essentially a 
preparation for the demands of life beyond 
school in terms of effective understanding 
of and communication through the English 
language in its many forms including 
those vocationally based; (d.) A cultural 
heritage model, with the teaching based 
heavily on ‘great’ works of literature, 
generally drawn from the past; (e.) A 
cultural analysis view, leading pupils to 
critical understanding  of the social and 
cultural context of English, particularly 
the value systems which are inevitably 
embedded in the ways language used.  
Based on what the researcher want to 
teach to the students, the researcher uses a 
personal growth view. The researcher 
wants the students to expand their 
capability as creative and imaginative 
person when they learn vocabulary by 
English songs. 
Based on the explanation above, the 
researcher would conduct a pre-
experimental research with the eighth 
grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 
Pontianak in academic year 2017/2018 in 
order to investigate whether or not the use 
of English song  to improve students’ 
vocabulary achievement in teaching 
English vocabulary. 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This research wants to whether or not 
the use of English song  to improve 
students’ vocabulary achievement in 
teaching English vocabulary  and to find 
out the effect size of the improvement of 
students’ vocabulary achievement after 
being taught using English song. In order 
to achieve the aim of the research, the 
researcher used pre-experimental method 
and used quantitative research. The 
researcher wants to know the effectiveness 
of using English song as a media in 
teaching English vocabulary. 
This research has been done by 
observation, pre test and post test to the 
students. 
 
Pre test 
Pre test has been given to check 
students’ ability in vocabulary 
achievement before the researcher gives 
the treatment. The teacher gave students 
test in the form of fill in the blanks that 
consist of 15 items.  
 
Treatment 
First treatment the researcher 
explained about the definition of 
vocabulary, the kinds of vocabulary, and 
the use of songs to teach their 
vocabularies. After that the teacher 
showed them video lyrics about the song 
and sing a song with the lyrics together. 
Then, the teacher asked students to listen 
to the song without watch the video lyrics 
and students should answer fill in the 
blanks of the lyrics.  
In the second treatment the researcher 
discuss about their answer sheet that they 
did in yesterday. And then, the researcher 
showed them video lyrics from another 
song and sang a song with the lyrics 
together. After that, the students listen to 
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the song without watch the video lyrics 
and answer fill in the blanks of the lyrics. 
In the last treatment the teacher also 
discuss about their answer that they did in 
last week. And then, teacher also showed 
them video lyrics from another song and 
sang a song with the lyrics together. Then, 
the teacher asked students to listen to the 
song without watch the video lyrics and 
answer fill in the blanks of the lyrics. It 
was aim to train their vocabularies with 
listen to the song better than before in the 
post test. 
 
Post Test 
After the researcher gave the 
treatments for several of times, in the end 
of the program the students were given 
post test in order to find out the result of 
the treatment. The aim was to know the 
students’ vocabulary  achievement.  
The subject of this research is the 
eighth grade students of SMP 
Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak. The 
researcher uses measurement techniques. 
It is intended to measure the students’ 
knowledge before and after treatment in 
order to know the effectiveness of English 
song as a media in teaching English 
vocabulary. The researcher used written 
test in the form of fill in the blanks in 
order to measure the students’ 
understanding. Total of the test are 15 
items.  
In this research, the data was 
collected from the students’ vocabulary 
achievement. The data has been scored 
and analyzed based on the items of 
specification. 
 
Table 1: Table of Specifications 
Vocabulary     Item 
numbers 
Total 
Noun 2,4,6,7,15 5 
Verb 1,5,9,11,1
2,13 
6 
Adjective 3,8,10,14 4 
Total test 
Item 
 15 
 
1) To compute the students’ mean score 
before and after the treatments, 
these following formulas were 
used: 
a. The students’ pre test mean 
score 
𝑋1̅̅ ̅ =
∑𝑋1
𝑛
                       ……..(1) 
b. The students’ post test mean 
score 
                 𝑌2 =
∑𝑌2
𝑛
                       …….(2) 
Where: 
X1 = Measurement data of pre-test 
Y2 = Measurement data of post-test 
n = Number of students 
 
The result of the students’ mean score 
is categorized into its qualification. To 
know the improvement is as follow: 
 
Table 2: The Criteria of Students’ 
Score 
Range Qualification 
80-100 Good to Very Good 
60-79 Average to Good 
50-59 Poor to Average 
0-49 Poor 
     
2)   To compute the students’ variant score 
before and after the treatments, these 
following formulas were used: 
a. The students’ variant score 
before the treatments (𝑆X
2) 
𝑆𝑋
2 = ∑
(𝑋1−?̅?)
2
𝑛−1
             ………(3) 
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b. The students’ variant score 
after the treatments (𝑆𝑌
2) 
𝑆𝑌
2 = ∑
(𝑌2−?̅?)
2
𝑛−1
                 ……….(4) 
 
Where : 
𝑆𝑋
2 = variant sample score of pre-test 
𝑆𝑌
2 = variant sample score of post-
test 
 
3) To compute the students’ standard 
deviation score before and after the 
treatments, these following formulas 
were used: 
 
a. The students’ standard 
deviation score before the 
treatments (𝑆𝑋) 
𝑆𝑋 = √
∑(𝑋1−?̅?)2
𝑛−1
          ………(5) 
 
b. The students’ standard 
deviation score after the 
treatments (𝑆𝑌) 
𝑆𝑌 = √
∑(𝑌2−?̅?)2
𝑛−1
       ……….(6) 
Where: 
SX = Standard deviation 
sample of pre-test 
SY = Standard deviation 
sample of post-test 
 
4) ( r ) in the t-test formula was 
computed using this following 
formula: 
𝑟 =
𝑛(∑𝑋𝑌) − (∑𝑋)(∑𝑌)
√[𝑛(∑𝑋2) − (∑𝑋)2][𝑛(∑𝑌2) − (∑𝑌)2]
 
Where: 
r  = Value of correlation 
coefficient 
X = Score of pre-test 
Y  = Score of post-test 
5) To determine  ttestof  the 
treatment, the following 
formula was used: 
ttest =
?̅?−?̅?
√
𝑆𝑋
2 +𝑆𝑌
2
𝑛
−2𝑟(
𝑆1
√𝑛1
)(
𝑆2
√𝑛2
)
  ……..(8) 
                   Where: 
t = t-test with correlated data 
X = the students’ pre test 
mean score 
Y  = the students’ post test 
mean score  
𝑆𝑋
2 = the students’ pre test 
variant score  
𝑆𝑌
2 = the students’ post test 
variant score 
𝑠₁ = the students’ pre test 
standard deviation score 
𝑠₂ = the students’ post test 
standard deviation score  
r = the students’ correlation 
score 
𝑛 = the number of students 
6) To determine the effect size of 
the treatment, the following 
formula was use: 
        ES = t√
1
𝑁
                 .…….(9) 
        
Where: 
        ES  = Effect Size 
          t  = The result of the t-test 
         N  = Number of student 
 
 
7 
 
7) The result is categorized as 
follows: 
Es ≤ 0.2  : is categorized      
as low 
0.2 < Es ≤ 0.8 : is categorized 
as moderate 
Es > 0.8  : is categorized 
as high 
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND 
DISCUSSION 
Research Findings 
Research findings cover the answer 
of the previous research problem. This is 
to find out the significant improvement of 
the treatment to the students’ vocabulary 
achievement. Since the treatment affected 
significantly students’ vocabulary 
achievement, the further question is what 
the size of the effect is. Therefore, below 
are the finding answers of those two 
questions. 
1. The students’ mean score of pre test 
and post test 
The result of pre test showed that 
the result of the students score before 
treatment is being conducted, and the 
post test shows the result of the 
students’ score after the treatment. 
The pre test given in recommended as 
the first test before treatment. The pre 
test would be done to know the pre-
condition of students before treatment 
process. Therefore, from the result of 
the pre test, students score was 
considered poor to average. Which the 
students’ average score was 75.85 
(seventy five point eighty five). The 
post test was administrated after 
giving some treatments and pre test. 
The post test is also considered as the 
final evaluation of students’ 
vocabulary achievement of teaching 
English vocabulary. From the result of 
post test, the students’ score was 
85.76 (eighty five point seventy six) 
and categorized good to very good. 
2. The students’ different score of pre 
test and post test 
The result of students’ different 
score in pre test and post test was 
9.91. It was the result from the total 
pre test score minus total post test 
score. This is used to find out how big 
difference between pre test and post 
test. 
3. The standard deviation value of pre 
test and post test 
The result of standard deviation is 
to indicate the extent of deviation for a 
group as a whole. Standard deviation 
is calculated based on the mean. The 
standard deviation score in pre test 
was 11.49 and standard deviation 
score in post test was 7.52. 
4. The test significance of the students’ 
score 
By obtaining the mean score and 
standard deviation score of pre test 
and post test, the t test applied to find 
whether there is a significant 
difference between pre test and post 
test. The result of the t test was 4.88. 
5. The formula to analyze the effect 
size 
The effect size calculates the 
magnitude of mean differences of the 
treatment and the result was 0.8. The 
effect size aimed to give a concrete 
sense of whether a difference between 
pre test and post test is meaningfully 
large, independent of whether the 
difference is statistically significant. 
 
6. Hypothesis Testing 
Based on the result of data 
computation, it was obtained that 
effect size of the treatment (ES=0.8) 
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was higher than 0.05. It proved that 
the use of English song as a media in 
teaching English vocabulary to eight 
grade students of SMP 
Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak affect 
significantly and it was contribute 
toward students understanding in 
vocabulary achievement. Therefore, 
the alternative hypothesis stating 
“Teaching English vocabulary by 
using English song to the eight grade 
students at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 
Pontianak in academic year 
2017/2018 is high if the effect size 
value is > 0.05” was accepted. 
 
Discussion 
From the data analysis the researcher 
found out that the students of eighth 
grade, especially class VIII A at SMP 
Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak was 
influenced by the process of the treatment 
given.  
In conducting this research, the pre 
test was administrated before the 
treatment. The result of the pre test which 
had been computed by the researcher had 
the mean score that was 75.85. After 
conducting the pre test, the researcher 
conducted three times treatments to the 
research sample. In the treatments, the 
researcher taught vocabulary achievement 
in teaching English vocabulary by using 
English song. 
First treatment the researcher 
explained about the definition of 
vocabulary, the kinds of vocabulary, and 
the use of songs to teach their 
vocabularies. After that the teacher 
showed them video lyrics about the song 
and sing a song with the lyrics together. 
Then, the teacher asked students to listen 
to the song without watch the video lyrics 
and students should answer fill in the 
blanks of the lyrics.  
In the second treatment the researcher 
discuss about their answer sheet that they 
did in yesterday. And then, the researcher 
showed them video lyrics from another 
song and sang a song with the lyrics 
together. After that, the students listen to 
the song without watch the video lyrics 
and answer fill in the blanks of the lyrics. 
In the last treatment the teacher also 
discuss about their answer that they did in 
last week. And then, teacher also showed 
them video lyrics from another song and 
sang a song with the lyrics together. Then, 
the teacher asked students to listen to the 
song without watch the video lyrics and 
answer fill in the blanks of the lyrics. It 
was aim to train their vocabularies with 
listen to the song better than before in the 
post test. 
Before the treatment was given, the 
mean score of pre test was 75.85. After 
finished conducting the treatment, the 
researcher conducted the post test. Based 
on the computation result, the mean score 
of the post test was 85.76. It showed that 
scores of students’ performance in post 
test were improved than in pre test. It 
found out that the interval mean score of 
pre test and post test was 9.91. It means 
English song is able to affect students’ 
understanding in vocabulary achievement.  
This result is in line with Murphy (1992), 
songs apparently work over short and 
long-term memory. “It is a common 
experience to forget nearly everything we 
learn in another language except the few 
songs that we learnt. For a variety of 
reasons, songs stick in our minds and 
become part of us, and lend themselves 
easily to exploitation in the classroom. 
Songs can be use as effective materials for 
teaching vocabulary such as using the 
words of a song, dictating a song, using a 
song for gap-fill, cloze or for correction, 
integrating songs into project work, 
practicing pronunciation, stress and 
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intonation. In conclusion, it proved that the treatment (English song as a media) 
affect significantly to the students’ in 
vocabulary achievement.  
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusion 
Based on the explanation stated in the 
previous chapter, it can be concluded that 
English song as a media is effective to 
teach vocabulary. The students score post 
test shows that English song as a media 
impacts positively to make students learn 
about vocabulary and also motivates them 
to learn more about vocabulary. 
It was found that the application of 
English song as a media was time 
consuming and slow in process. However 
it is still useful to be applied in the 
classroom as long as the teacher and 
students can manage their time. In 
conclusion, English song as a media is 
highly effective to teach students’ 
vocabulary achievement at the eighth 
grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 
Pontianak in Academic Year 2017/2018. 
English song as a media is very helpful for 
students to learn about vocabulary. Thus, 
it is recommended to use English song as 
a media as one of strategies to teach 
vocabulary.  
 
Suggestions 
Referring to the result of the research, 
the researcher would like to give some 
suggestions as follows; (1) The English 
teachers should introduce a creative way 
to encourage the students to have a good 
concept in teaching vocabulary. English 
song give the students many word of 
vocabulary and increase their vocabularies 
in teaching English vocabulary. (2) The 
researcher suggested the teachers to use 
English song as a media to improve the 
students’ vocabulary achievement in  
 
 
 
teaching vocabulary due to English song 
capable of making students to know many 
vocabularies. (3) In applying English 
song, the teacher need to control the 
students’ activity and manage the class 
situation well, so the students’ can listen 
to the song in a good atmosphere in the 
class.  
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